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buy the same things better and cheaper in many much more accessible places than Mecca. Beside the resident merchants traders from all parts of Islam bring their wares to Mecca at this season, and are always certain of finding a ready market and doing a profitable business.
The government of Mecca is peculiar. It is really a semi-independent province of Turkey, under the rule of a " Shareef " who is invariably chosen from certain families descended from Ali and Fatima. This Shareef is considered to be an independent monarch : he lives in a palace, maintains a corps of guards, and has theoretically absolute powers within his own narrow dominions. He is treated with the same ceremony as the Sultan of Turkey or any other Eastern potentate. The lineage of the Shareefial families is supposed to be pure and irreproachable. In them one ought to see the Arab as he was in the days of the Prophet, before the Moslem conquests had introduced the foreign element which in these days is so apparent inmost of them. The present Shareef is a man of about fif cy, of medium height and good build. He has straight, regular features, a long, grey beard, and a rather dark complexion.
The Turks have a considerable garrison in Mecca, but I was unable to ascertain the exact number of troops. The big fort overlooking the town from the south-west should be capable of accommodating a couple of thousand at least. It looks a formidable work, almost impregnable to assault, but of course not adapted to withstand heavy artillery. Forts become obsolete nowadays almost as quickly as battleships. The public buildings of Mecca include a court-house, post and telegraph and other Government offices. There are no monuments of interest except the somewhat doubtful relics of the Prophet which I shall describe presently. Beside the Haram there is only one other mosque in the town itself.
The climate of Mecca is not a pleasant one, though it is by no means unhealthy. It is very hot all the year round, and very dry. Rain falls only once or twice a year, but when it does fall it makes up for lost time-*
* The year after I was there a suddea ploudburst flooded the .Harani drowned several people.